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LLOYS FISS

Lloye Fish vas Serp i a 1ittle co ity vest of vonatain lone called
fonktev Jun.  The family later iwoved to (lountain !lore where he areu up.
le was the son of ilarv Tucker Fisk and thoe late Jaies Evan Fisk.

lia and Florene Baler vere married Aoril 27, 1940,

e is survived by his wife, mother, son Garv Fisk, davchter :‘ara Jane
Thorn, a sister Clana Allev, and a brotier Janes Fisk.

The followine uas written by Jin Rodenhiarer and reported py PRob Unidcht
at KTLO Nadie, !'ountain Hone, arkansas, Fridav Octover 5, 1079:

e at “TLO would like to take a norent or two and sav a feu
vords about a Naxter County r=an vho died last nicht., Llovd
Fislk vas a friend of onrs and a coc jnany neople in this

area. iore inportant Llovd vas a "doer" and a sunporier of
this fine Tuwin Lakes Area and its neorle. Ifhethor it vas as a
riet.ber of tie State Parts and Tonrisi Corrission, or iwore
simnly, as a naster of cereonies for a coriwnity pie sunner,
Llove alviavs seered te be there.

L) 3

Lloyd had bis rocts in this area and tie too' pride in it. lie
vias a successful businessman, hut aliavs seened to have tine
for countlaess cormmnity prejects...an atiribite that is a lot
harder to find these days.

Llovd was an area history buff and riany tices ve called on hin
for facts and infor—ation, as I'" sure any others did,

Llevd was an "up-heat" nerson. You covld psually count on a
neaninaful "Hello, hov vou doinn" corent fron hin

It vould be difficult, alrost irpossible, te list all the honors
Lisyd accwrmlated. Buet for us that does not agive the fill
veasure of a man. Llevd Fisk syiholizes this area and its
nroaressiveness ore than iost peonle realized. Peonle like
Llevd vi1l never be renlaced. Put he vill lone be reienherad,

It's sad ve have to wait until a an dies for ns to take a
rorent to nraise b, Bot ue at KTLO vonld like to sav “Thanh
you, Llevd Fish." :

These vords of Jir Dodenharer express, fittinaly, the esteer and affec-
tion the llistorical Society folt for Lloyd.

Qur Seciety nicurns the loss of this friend. ilis rany contributions
to the orcanizetion vill he held in arateful rooenbrance.

% e dedede e de ke ke de ke e keok ek ok
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This issue of the BAXTER COUNTY HISTORY is dedicated to the memory
of Lloyd Fisk, who was one of the organizers of the Baxter County

Historical Society in 1975. He served as the organization's president
through the year of 1977.

LLOYD FISK
February 27, 1914 - October 5, 1979
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PROGRESS OF THE BAXTER COU!'TY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Hazen Bonow, llistorian

June 1, 1972 - Quinby Simith spoke on "Collocuialisms of the Ozarks."

Comrunities developed their own lancuaaces, the origin being Anclo-
Saxon. These pioneers were originally fron Enaland, Scotland, and
lales. They micrated to the Carolinas and Yirainia, later coning to
Georgia, Tennessee and on west to Arkansas, iiissouri, South I1linois,
etc. They brovcht their own lanauage with them. They may have heen
unschooled, but they were not ignorant. Their tine was spent making
a livina to survive. Some told time by the sun, aetting up before
sunrise to co to work and aoing to hed at sundown. Sone people
called thert corny, country or Hillbillies.

A feu of the Elizahethan expressions used were: reckon, fetch,
dovn-vonder, younains, vou'ns, you all, fixin to co to toun, and a
none of bread. Bread such as we eat today was called liaht bread,
and they also had corn bread and biscnits. Potatoes trere Irish potatoes.
The younains rot a lickin' or a whoppin' when thev vere bad. .

This was an infornal meeting, and each nember took turns recallina
interesting expressions they had heard. CQuinby said that it was unfor-
tunate the county was fast losino this interesting dialect.

July 3, 1979 - ilo meeting due to the July 4th holiday.

August 7, 1979 - Quinby Smith cave an interestina talk on the "Carly
Trails and Noads of Baxter County."

Our roads were not laid out by a drunken Indian or a drunken
surveyor. Based on Carbon 14 dating, man was livino in this area and
usina trails 3000 or 4000 years before Christ walked on the Sea of
Galilee.

Indians used trails made by deer and other wild animals. A trail
is a single trach for walking, and a road is anything to accorviodate 2
or 4 wheeled vehicles. Inproved roads have chat or gravel placed on
then.

he land vas surveved mostly in 1220, but nmapping showing roads
vas done in 1240. A feu fields were noted around the mouth of Buffalo
fiver. One house, ilatthev Adams', was across the river fron the present
toun of ilorforl.. Land surveyors only established lines and corners
every half nile, so some trails could have easily heen nissed. !o fords
were shown then.

The first vhite men here were hunters and trappers, but they
traveled mostly by river, trapping as they went. The trails nade by
animals and later used by the Indians nay not have been direct.

he first cross-country road wvas from !'orfork to Sorinafield, ifio.
This was probably the Salt Road. It was used to transport salt and
other supplies overland that came to i'orfork by boat. The east-to-
west road across the county was later called the iiilitary Doad. These
vere roads used for movina Indians to western reservations.

Quinby displayed raps of the area in 1290 showing roads and fords
of that tine. As new settlers moved in, more roads were built and
iriproved as needed.
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About 1910, the road betveen iiountain Home and Cotter had crushed
linestone placed on it from a nearby aquarry. Ho concrete or blacktop
vas used until Y.P.A. funds were macde available in the "thirties."”
Hichway 5 was built in the widdle 1920's. 01d Highway 5 went through
the village of Arkana. The first state road was !lichuay 12. It was
the forerunner of U.S. 62.

River fords were placed where the river could be most easily
crossed at Tow water. Quinby mentioned the followina:

Tracy - i'ear the Tracy Ferry Dock

Friends-Conly Ford - iiear iorfork Dan

South's Ferry - llorfork

Calico Pocl. - Mot in Baxter County

Fords on the !'hite River were:

ilouth of Little !lorforl: - ilear Cakland

Pace's Ferry - About 3 miles down strean from Oakland on Pronise Land Rd.
Dew Ford - Just below Bull Shoals Dari

Collis Ferry - liouth of Bruce Creek

thite's Ferry - A niile or so below month of Bruce Creek
i‘fooney Ford - "outh of Hiachtower Creel

Denton Ferry - Hurst Boat Dock

ione shovm at Cotter in 1390

Buffalo City - !louth of Buffalo River

lelson Ferry - Halfuay between Buffalo and Shippns Ferry
Shipps Ferry - South of Shady Grove

The ounershin of many of these fords and ferries chanced hands over the
years and consequently chanced names.

A cuestion and answer period followed. It was recallerd that vhen
cars first cave into use, a larce naanet was used across the becl of
the vehicle to pick up the nails on the road.

Septerber 4, 1979 - Leo T.C. Davis, whose teachina carecer heaain in 1932,
gave a talk on the early scheol svstem of Baxter County. Following his
teaching career, fir. Davis becane County Supervisor of Schools and later
served as assistant Suverintendent of !‘ountain Hore Public Schools.

iir. Davis was born in 1910. His father was a teacher and preacher
before hin, and his crandfather bcfore that. lir. Davis greu up as an
only child on the fanily farm, and decided vhile still in the 7th arade
that & teaching career vonld be preferable to farmine. Teachers at
that time had to be 21 vears of age and take a teacher's examination
aiven by the County Superintendent. They had first, second, and third
agrade certificates vhich vere issued based on the examination
agrade. A first arade certificate 1ias the hardest to obtain.

If a prospective teacher preferred to co to collene, a state teach-
ing certificate would be issued after conn]etxnn the recuirerents and
the teacher would then be exemmt fron the county exanis. lir. Navis
elected to attend collece vhere he took Algebra, Geometry, and Calculus,
and nlayed horseshoes the rest of the tine.
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At the time kir. Davis began teachinc, the pay was $40 per month
for 7 months if the monev was available. The teacher wusually had to
pav roon and board out of that unless fortunate enounh to be able to
live at home and teach.

Hr. Davis started teaching on July 2, 1932 in a one-roon school
house furnished vith a des!: and benches. The building had three
windous, two doors and a path to the woods for a bathroon.

There were forty-five students and the hours were fron 2:00 a.o.
to 4:00 p.n. His only supplies were a half box of chalk and rags for
erasers. The students brouaht their books from horme, if they had any.

The teacher's job included janitorial work as vell as teaching.
Since the school buildina became a church on Sundays, the school had
to be cleaned every Friday after school before the teaclier coul«d leave.
tater was carried from a nearby sprindg.

ilr. Davis rode seven miles on horseback to school each rorning,
so he preferred to teach standing up. The students aces varied videly,
from the very young in the first arade to adults as old as 27 years.
Four classes a day were c¢iven, and they vere taught on the front bench.

In 1932 there vere 2,307 students in Baxter County. Of these,
only 872 viere promoted. The first free text bools were issued in 1937.

In one school where fir. NDavis taught, there were 10 or 12 arown
boys and the first few days vere difficult due to their rischievous
prants. He later becarne cood friends with the boys and enjoyed having
them in class after the discipline problen was worked out. One of the
more popular fames was "throvrina lasso” and had to be learned in self-
defense.

Hhen a well was duc at the school, the boys enjoved pumping the
water and the hoas and cattle enjoyed the rud. A little "Hi-life" in the
riud soon discouraced the hos.

The curriculur was Peading, Uriting, Arithietic, Geoaraphy, History
and Phvsioloay.

In 1932 there vrere 55 school districts in the county. After
consolidation in 1947 the nurber dropped to 5. ilou there are only 4
districts as Camaliel has consolidated with fountain Home.

e all enjoyed the prooran and thank !ir. Davis for civine so freely
of his tine.

IHQUIRY

tlountain tone Funeral Home: 1 an looking for inforration about Simon
Aldridoe Clark. He died in 1215. lle lived at or near Gainesville, lio.
He supnosedly was buried near !loble, ilo. Is there anyone uho would
knov where the arave is located?

tirs. [wable Flippin

601 . layes

Hanoner, Oklahona 755667

HQUIR ¥ pe
1HQUIRY tarch 2, 1978

Dear Sir: I am preparing a fanily history of the KEHELEY family who lived im
Artkansas off and on from 1900 to 1950. They lived in iiountain Hone and
Flippin.
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I an interested in obtaininc any information that you may have on
the fanily. Sore of the nares that I am interested in are: Josiah
Green Kene]ey, Buried in Rogers, creat crandfather; Thonas Luther Kehely,
buried in Flippin, grandfather; Thomas Luther Kehe ley, areat uncle. I an
willing to pay costs for reproducing material. 1 am enclosino a stanped,
self-addressed envelope for vour convenience.

Sincerely,

Ed Keheley
Bernicia, California 94510

HQUIRY
December 13, 1979
Dear ilistorians,

I have received a copy of Baxter County History, Vol. 5, l'o. 2.
Also the County Church and a letter fron iir. Lynn bicGuire pertaining
to the Foster and Stariy information I have been seecking. He suacested
I write you to see if you knets where any of the fanily lived and might
be buried. :

Since ny letter vhich was nrinted in this nuhlication I received
several letters. A ronth or so aco, nv uncle, aunt, and I visited two
of his and riv rother's first cous1ns, {ir. Dove Foster and irs. Iva
Beavers of | .o1bev Pun, Gassville. Dove also visited e here shortly
after the letter appeared in the Baxter County Bulletin. They were
unable to give nie much more information than I knew, but I was clad to
visit with other menbers of your society and use then in any publication.

I visited lountain iome twice a few years ano. lle visited iir.
Foster, Superintendent of Raxter Countvy Schools and teacher. (I'n sure
it was the sane) and do*ernined that he is not kin. At the time, I didn't
have enouch information to lnow whor to ask and did not locate any
relatives. 1 did co to the courthouse and found my arandrother's record
of marriace. Qlary Alice Foster to Ed Starkey in Aucust 1896. His nane
was Edward A. Starkey. Ye do not knos what the A. stands for, but
believe it nay be Arthur. His son, ny uncle, Arthur Starlkey and his
children would like to fiud any of his other nossible descendents or any
other source of information on their family history.

ilv riother (Fay Fidella Foster (Barnes) Goodfellou) and I made a
trir to an old cenetery vhile in [ountain tlome. le found riy areat grand-
nother's headstone: iiay J. wife of ilarcus D. Foster, Dorn Sept. 2, 1851
died Sept. 6, 1902. In ny crandmother's obituary, her rother was listed

Lclvina Foster, so'1I am a kit puzzled, but know obituaries are often
uronc. ily nother said this stone uas her grgn drother's. (liarcus D.
renarried Janie Genkins or Jenkins and had 2 children, Jay and Virgie.
Janie is buried a2t Flippin and Yiraie was last heard of in C4lahoma.
Jay died.

The other stones we located in that cemetery were: G.!l. Foster, B.
August 6, 1640, D, flay 21, 1920, I am told he was a brother of liarcus
DeLafayette Foster, iy areat crandfather and was Sheriff of Baxter Co.
1900 - 1904, This information fron the History of Baxter County by Hary
Ann flessick. ii.D. Foster is listed as Coroner 1910- 1912 in the n1story
A 'loyen Foster is listed 1955-5G6, but I don't know if related.
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Robert Foster B. ffay 7, 1868 D. April 10, 1892. (ily nother's cousin and
son of C.1.). Louisa J., wife of G.!!. Foster, died 1901. If there are
anv other craves there, we didn't find then, but hone you knair.

Our Foster cousins at Honkey Run have been told that llarcus 3.
Starkey was buried in a fanily plot East of ilountain Home and a fairly
new house is built where it was. Probably it had only field stones for
markers. e don't know, hut hope you do.

ilow to o back as far as I know: iy areat arandfather, 'larcus D.
Starkey came to liountain Hone from Osweco, Kansas in 1882 or 84, liy
arandmcther was born there on June 13, 1878. Other children were Adah
Foster, Jaclison Rosie Foster-Hunhes, Ancrus Foster, married to Belle
Henderson. [arcus Foster married 1. !'ettie lopkins of Joplin, {lo. and 2.
flelinda Jenninas, lovntain tiome? Iva Beavers and Dove Foster and others
are children of Andrus Foster.

'y orandiother, ilary Alice Foster Starkey and E.A. Starkey lived
at 0i1 Trouah near iewport for about 5 vears. Then they horesteaded in
the Dakland comrwnity. In 1202 or later they lived on the Goodall place
there, her Uncle Ceorge's place in 1904. Children of l'ary Alice were
ry nohter, Fay Fidella Foster, ilarcus NelLafactte Starkey, Arthur 0.
Starkey, and Louisa Starley.

flary Alice took the children and headed west vith a family naned
Hulsenbeck in 1209 after she was separated from Edvward. She and the
children vent across iiissouri, Kansas, Oklahora, and back to Arkansas.
She died near Sheldon, lio. and was buried there 1945. The little airl,
Lonisa died 1909, aqe 16 mos. while they were travelinc. iarcus Starkey
died in 1976 and my nother in 1977. Arthur is the only one living. He
has heard that his father remarried and had a bov and a nirl. lle and
fanily wish to trace their ancestry. I would like to know as nuch as
possible, and further back than Oswego Kansas. Thank vou for your tine.

ileva Rarnes iciiurry
Prairie Grove, Arkansas.

GEUEALOCY - William Nale iicCormact:

In 1858 and 59, Hlillian Dale licCormack noved to llarion County.
(Later tn be Baxter County, Arkansas.) ‘e put wp the first cotton gin
in the county. A1l of the coiton crovwn on the tuo rivers and on the np-
land vas brousht to this cin, one nile south of the Big Pond school
house. He hauled the seed off and threw it in his fields and discovered
that it nade cood fertilizer; he also accidently discovered that it made
good feed when his stock started eating it. Besides the ain, he ran a
aeneral store, bringina the goods by wacon fro- Sprinafield, fo., and
vas a stock raiser and farmer. ile was a native of Tennesse2 and unon
arriving here traded his steers for a farm and a voke of oxen.

Dale married Elizabeth (Retsy) Jane Littleioln of iicitairy County,
Tenn. Their children in order were: Elizabeth Caroline, John lleeds,
Mlary Lucinda, Janes llonroe, Ephran E., itahkale R., Janes Bethel, Thomas
Lee, Porter Field, Julia Ann, Charles iladason (Doc), and Albert il1lian.

Pale was a ilaster 'lason and a charter nember of the Adams i‘asonic
Lodae #1584 in ilorfork, Arkansas. The lodqe was chartered on lovenber 7,
1260, There were 20 charter memhers. The Civil Yar started on April 12,
1361 and ended on April 9, 1855. The charter of this lodqe and the begin-
ning of the war were at about the same tine.
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Dale's name first appears in the 1860 records (i'ov. 30) as having paid
his dues of $10 for his Entered Apprentice Decree. The next entry was
February 1861, for his Fellow Craft Negree and dues of $10. The next
entry was unclear, but it appeared to be "Paid by cash $5 and dues paid
to 1863. In 1864, Dale was shown as payina quarterly dues of $1. The
records of the years 1866 to 1369 reflect dues pavine entries. In the
1369 remarks column, there was an entry that indicated he had transferred
nembership. e does not appear on 1870 or subsequent records.

It should B¢ noted that Adams Lodoe was establishied in 1250, and
minutes are irreqular during the Civil Mar period. ‘o other ficCornack
appear either before or after 1870. The 1860-1270 Lodge inutes are in
the last half of an old store ledger fron a store in llorforl 1851-1853.
This ledeer does not reflect a iicCormacl: as havinc an account there.

The building was owned by Jacob Holf. The 100-150 names of old settlers
contained several Talburts. One was "Sin" Talburt, believed to be a
preacher.

As the lMar of the Rebellion or Civil Var spread into Arlansas, men
of all ages were called upon to choose a side. Dale and his son,

John Heeds, chose to ficht for tlhie Confederate States of Armerica. Dale
enlisted in the ary at Yellville, Arkansas. lie was assigned to Conpany
B, Schnabel's Batt'n Cavalrv. Dale was described as heine forty-cie years
olcd on or about the date he enlisted, dark hair, fair coaplexion, black
eves, and heiaght six feet one inch. Dale's unit surrendered on llay 11,
1365, by Brinadier General !i. Jeff Thormnson, CSA commanding said army to
flajor General G.i. Dodge, USA, commandinc department of liissouri. The
unit was paroled at Jacksonport, Arkansas, June 5, 1365,

There was a J. 1. iicCormack on the rolls of those who fousht at the
Battle of Shiloh. ile was in the 7th Arkansas Req't Co. 9. John lieeks
ficCormack fouaht and was vounded at the Rattle of Shiloh, April 6, 1862,
He never fully recovered from injuries received in the fiabtina,

Sometire just after 1230, tillian Nale {icCormacl nwoved his fanily
to Logan County, Arkansas. There he vould continue faraing. e would
stay in that area until his death on Septenber 7, 1997. Dale was buried
in Lick Creel: Cemetery located in Locan County.

HOM OLD IS THE YOLF HOUSE?
A Contintting Sé7aceeeess

The followina is taken from a letter to Howard il. Knight from David
. Stalile who was working on his master's thesis at the tine it was
uritten.

Thirty tree-rings were derived from the vall loas in the lUolf louse.
The dates of the outer rings rande from 1816 to 1822, but rore sicnifi-
cant are the clusters of "cuttinn dates" at 1525, 1326, and 1827, and the
single cutting date of 1222, Cutting dates refer to those spacinens
which contain bark irwediately after the final dated ring on the
specimen. lhen bark is present, we can he certain that the final annual
ring on the specimen was the last year of qrouth before the tree died.
In the case of historic loa buildings, the vast majority of loas uere
deliberately cut for the construction, thus %illing the tree and recording
in the tree rina record the vear of this event.

Therefore, at the tol1f louse, we nay conclude that there was signifi-
cant tree-cuttina activity in 1826-27. The Yolf !louse could not have
stood before 1227 when at least nine wall logs located throughout the

42



house were still living trees. 'In fact, a sinale cutting date at 1828

vas derived from the top wall loo in the upstairs nartition vall.

Since I saw no evidence that this loc was a later replacenent (&lthouah
it could have been), I would conclude that the Molf !ouse was not fully
erected until after the swwer of 1928 when this snecitic lon was still
a livina tree.

In a different linht, the clusters of cuttinc dates at 1825, 1826, and
1827 probably indicate that Jaceb Yolf had well-fornulater p]aws to
construct the large two-story house as early as 1325. To this end, Yolf
cut and seasoned (stockpiled) the lons in preparation for the actual
construction which may have becun in 1827, but not compnleted until 1223
at the earliest.

*kkkdkdkkdkkkdkkk

Please note: The editor would rore than velcome any and all researched
articles on this subject from either point of view.

*hkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkkkiok

FACTS MORTH KHOUILG

by Alvce !larbury

These FACTS vere taken from an old "lhite House Cook Book" published in
1905 (Buring the tirie Teddy Roosevelt was President). It was riven to
iy mothar in 1206 on her 15th birthday by lier stenfather J.C. "Uncle
Jess" Copeland.

TO PREYE'T RUST FROM FLAT-INRD!S: Beestrax and salt will make vour
rusty flat-irons as smooth and clean as glass. Tie a Turn of wax in a
rag *nd teep it for that nurpose. tlhen the irons are hot, rub thea first
uith the vax raa, then scour with a naper or cloth sorinkled with salt.

TO PREVEHT LAI'P. WICKS FROIl SUOKINA:  Soak then in vinesar, and then
dry then thoroucily.

TO TOUGHE!' LAIP-CHIIMEYS: Irwserse the article in a not filled ith
cold water, to which sorie cormon salt has heen added., BRoil the water
well, then cool slovly. Glass treated in this way will resist anv sudden
chanae of temnerature.

DEATH TO BUGS: VYarnish is death to the most persistent bug. It is
chean - ten cents worth ill do for one bedstead - is easily used, is
safe, and inproves the looks of the furniture to which it is applied.
The application rust, however, be thorouah; the slats, sides, and every
crack and corner receivina attention.

TO PREVENT CREAKING BELSTEADS: If a bedstead creaks at each nove-
ment of the sleeper, remove the slats and wrap the ends of each in old
newspaners.,
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B0OSO:1 PALS
By: LM, "i%e" Adams

Ihile actual cormand of the old thite Niver Division of the !lissouri
Pacific Railroad lay in the canable hands of Superintendent Jobn 'l.
Daniels at Aurora, !lissouri, the nerve center of the Jivision was the
office of the Chief Dispatcher at Cottér, Arkansas. Cotter was built

by and for the railroad ahout 1904, when Georae J. Gould, scion of Jay
Gonld, axtended the division from Cushman Junction, Arkensas to Carthace,
[lissouri.

In charas of this office was a veteran of many vears at the XEY and over
a train sheet, fir. Uillian Alonzo Anderson. iir. Anderson had service
extending bacl: to the late 1830's, but the canc of youna bucks he super-
vised and on whon he denended for train dispatching and other assistance
vere not even born then Bill Anderson started railroading.

Aiionn these staluarts vere Ted Potter, first train dispatcher, and oy
father, Yalter Adams, who distributed cards, handled the crew hoard and
vaited on ir. Andarson in ceneral. Ted has been Jead now for some time,
but ny father is no 50 years of aae and enjoyine a well-earned retire-
rent.

liy Dad and Ted vere cronies - they hunted, fished and camped teogether

and had participated tocether in several escapades up and down the river.
Ted, according to Dad was especially inventive in dreaninc un schenes and
one Fine Day cane up with a Tittle incident that corld well have put new
faces on the staff of the CUHIEF. At that tire the casoline powered
"riotor car" was a rother prinitive affair and, in fact, the maintenance
of way forces on the !Miite Niver still used the old "Irish lail" tyre
car pronelled by brute strenath.

At this particular tima there vas a riotor car on the division, an early
Sheffield, and assianed to the Division Enninzer's staff at Aurora and
used by the young rod and chainmen to cover the division in pursuit of
their cavalistic rituals. Such a pair had been vorting out of Cotter
for several days, leaving their rotor car set off at niant just north of
e depot. On the day in auestion, July 4th, these felloys boarded the
northbound local for furora an? home te proparly celebrate the occasion.

lovi, this sane day the Cotter basehall team, rmostly 10-PAC employees,
viere playing the tean fron and at Flippin, four niles to the north of
Cotter. Ted and Dad uere sore pressad to attend this name.

The sinple solution would have been o 70 home and cet one of their
autoriobiles (we had a high-uheeled Dodoe touring car - Ted had an over-
land coupe). Anparently this vas too simple and basides, soue of the
fanily mieht want to co and this was a no-no.

Ted kept eyeine the two cylinder contrantion alongside the riaht-of-way
and finally said to bad, "Yalter, I know how to start that thina - let's
put it on the track and co to Flippin - there's nothino on the rail-

road until late tonight." Dad wvas as anxious as Ted to celehrate the
qrand and glorious 4th, 50 they lost no tine urestlina the vehicle on the
rails and presto, Ted had it going!
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Leaving Cotter, the railroad climbs a long curving 1% qrade around

toun and then crosses the 'Yhite River on a massive turn-span bridee and
almost irmediately plunaes into a short tunnel through a rochy ridce.
Once across the bridoe and through the turnel Ted hollered at Dad, for
the convevance made a fearful racket, "talter, hold on to your hat - I'n
goine to widen on her." And widen he did - and when he did, sonething-
the clutch, a qesket, or soie other necessary interal works of the
rachine, ceme unalued or the rubber band broke - anyway they stopped and
that was that.

Our two heros, with all their sterlino aualities, were not tiechanics and
they knev it. After a hasty consvltation they just un-ended the con-
traption and ran it dovn the dum and into the brambles on the banks of
the Fallen Ash Creel and headed, afoot, back down the railroad track to
Cotter and honefully, help.

Jot, dusty, tired and somewhat apprebensive, our two vould-he notor cer
operators found a syimathetic caraae inan vho anreed to shoulder his tool
box and trudaee the tvo or so wiiles across the towerina bridoe and throuah
the tunnel, to the scene of the crime. This fellow was a oretiy good
rechanic of the bailina wire variety and they soon had the recelcitrant
car rerailed, started and headed hack down the hill to Cotter - the hase-
ball came and further celebration had lost its anpeal. There was only
one thing wrona. !'here previously the nachine had preambulated alone
with a steady and rythmic chua-a-lue, it nov went ping-POM, »ina-POU and
the speed was far short of the normal.

Our two worthies eased back doun to the depot and set the car off and
vent their separate vavs to home and family.

The next day dawned as the previous one - fiot and dry. The southbound local
was not due until around noon, but to our pair of niscreants it scemed no tir
at all until the neat Tittle Pacific came alidina into the denot under the
careful rein of engineer Jim Harrison. Dad's office window looked out
directly on the hateful machine. Ted walked in and they stood by the windou
and sure enonh - off the coach came to pairs of hich-tonped boots carrying
the engineer fellows. These individuals hieaded directly for their steed and
Ted crasped Dad by the hand and said, "ell, “Yalter, it stre has bcen nice
voring with you. I auess I'11 try to aet a jo!* on the Frisco."”

Jur tvo engineer tvoes loaded their transits, stakes and chains on the
cotor car, hoisted it to the rails and did whatever vas necessary to coax
it into 1ife. It started, albeit with a distinct catch in the throat,
and ping-POY, ping-PO, up the hill they blissfully went their way, 1
praestie to Aurora. Our two arconavis slunlc Lack to their deshs and
busied themselves issuina train orders, orderinc crevs and other required
tasks, both aiving thans that the courses at the better clase of
engineering schools at that time apnerently failed to include any denree
of fariliarization with a two-cylinder internal coibustion ennine.

hiis Article is fron the February 1076 EAGLE, a publication
of the iiissouri Pacific Historical Society. It vas subidtied
by iir. Ed E11is of Xansas City, !iissouri.



ELECTRIC POWER-DAIIS

by Ellen Shiras Rarmey

Baxter County people today are profitina from the vicorous actions of
old-tire citizens vho forty vears ane sent 2 delemation of four rmen %o
ilashinaton, D.C. to %£ell Conaress what the County exnected from the
to damis, then in their earliest staaes of construction here.

The Baxter Bulletin in early 1940 had renorted that the dams had heen
authorized by Conaress only for flood control and the dreans of the
people had been for stable lakes with the streans sunplying electricel
povter in addition to preventing flocd danace downstreart. 01d- _
tiners can remember seeing the roof on the "ice-lionse" at Cotter,
located just above the Cotter sprino, protrudine fron the flooduaters
as they raced tovards Batesville.

Rex Bodenhaner, Baxter County Nemocratic Chairman then, has preserved
correspondence with Congressiian Clvde T. E11is vho was preparin? &
neeting vith concressional comrritiees there.

ieil Helson, nour president of the Peonles Ran!: and Trust Company, but
then in his nid-tenties, was servina on the city council and as acting
rnayor of wountain Hone in flarch of 1240 uhien the plannine was done o
establishi the local nosition on the dars.

County revenues vere necessarily a factor in these' decisions because
all of the Horthfork river bottom would be flooded hvy the closine of
the dans, as well as many creek bottoins which vere producing cood Crogs
at that tine, according to the Baxter Bulletin. A cotton ain vas in
oneration southeast of the square in ‘euntain ilone.

The delegation uvas selected in late {larch of 1240. Two of then vere
descendants of pioneers of Baxter Countv: T.J. «cCaLu, a businessuan
and landowner and Hugh iactler alsc a businessaan o prev1ous]y and
acain in later years was ['ayor of !ountain Home. T.J. iicCabe's crand-
father was a doctor in Baxter County hefore 1200 and h1s father vas 2
Baxter County lauyer and State Senator. !uah Hackler's grandfather wzas
2 lethodist circuit-rider inister servine this county in the early
1880's and his father was a pioneer doctor here.

The other two delacated had been in Baxter County since about 1901,
County Judae R.il. Rntbven, a nersuasive speaker and @ resident of Cotter;
and Tom Shiras, ona of the editors of the Daxter Rulletin.

Judoe Ruthven had been to Hashinaton D.C. before. 1ilith the head of the
Arliansas !lorlis Progress Administration in the early 1230's, he had net
with President Franllin D. Roosevelt, convincins hir that !.P.A. finds
could create employrent just as effectively and with better results i¥
the vorkers put doun their picks and shovels and worked with the county
road machinerv. As a result, the county furnished the fuel and eauin-
rent and Judee Ruthven, it is still remembered, built roads out into
the county, pletting then into the hills and valleys vhere thie neonle
lived. An experienced engineer, he used coion sense criteria, such as,
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if othen!ise practical, nutting the roads alonr the south side of the
mountain to reduce the problens of ice and snevi. Hhat had heen not nuch
iwore than trails becane pretiy good all-veather roads.

Hhen Judere Duthven arrived in Hashinagton with the delegation, he told
the cenagressional comiittee "To huild a dan for flood control only would
be riost disastrous to the counties affected. The result vould he a
larce body of waste vater usually unusable. IT would destrov the value
of the shore and prevent counties fron increasinn their valuation to off-
set the costs of inundated lands."

Tor: Shiras, the fourt!h merber of the delecation had uritten in the
Bulletin for many years of the possihility of "corralling the wild

horses runnina down the streans and putting then to vork." lie had worked
on the survey creus of the lissouri Pacific Nailread and in earlier
years often wvalled fron the train in Cotter %o ilountain 'lowe, hecause

it was "faster than the hack."

As remarkable as the en vho went to Yashington, were the ones who sent
them. Convinced that the future of Daxter County depanded upon their
irmediate action, they made donations to net the delenation on its wav.

frriving in Yashington, D.C. after widnight on a Sunday night, the dele-
cation recistered at a hotel and jmrediately nhoned Coneressnan Ellis &0
tell hin they would be in his office at nine the next morninz. During

the next two days they met with the entire Arkansas Concressional dele-
aation and testified before a conaressional comittee. They sauw Congress-
iran E114s introduce an anendient to the Flood Control Act to authorize
pouer units in the construction of Bull Shoals and Table Rock dams, and on
that Tuesday President Roosevelt annroved five nillion dollars extra for
Horforit Dan, insuring nouver installation there.

Betveen June 1944 and the end of Sentember, 1977, more than six billion
Killouatt hours of electricity have been cenereted at !lorferk Dar; since
Sentember 1952, when ceneration began at Bull Shoals, until September of
1977, over fifteen and a third billion killowatts vere nroduced there.

bollar savinas frou floodina, until Sentevber 1977, credited to Rull
Stioals Dam were aliost tuenty-eioht million dollars and to ‘forfori Dan,
nore than nine and a half nillion dollars. The very wet year of 1979
and the 1278 credits will increase these amounts.

Only one of the delaaation who tent to !lashinagton is still living. . le

is T.J. licCabe, and he has heen involvad in rany civic projects since
this tine.
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~ JOSEP!H !ATHA!: CURLEE

By: Beulah S. Locan

In the year of 1376 Joseph ilathan Curlee and Johnt Criss left Bond County,
I11inois, on a huntine and trapping trip; they spent three days in St. Louwis
findina supnlies and warm clothina, which relatives of John Criss had said
were necessary, and put out for strears in Arkansas.

After hunting and tranping several months not far fron lew Port, Arkansas,
they went up the Yhite River in an old canoe they had traded for and ston-
ned in liarion Countv near vhat is “nowmn as the #1 SSchiool llouse - - or vas
then, in the ilewton neialiborhocd. There vas another scheol house where the
Baptists held rneetinas once or tuice a year and was near the John ievton
hone.

Children there had no place to co to learn "readin', writing' and spellin'"
so it vas arranced for Joe Curlee to teach a school at the ileuton School
ilouse for three rmonths, agettina as pay his roon, bhoard, and washino and
takina turns livina in each home. He also was paid $1.00 a scholar. iie
taucht ore or less about 13 wonths vhen S.E. Denton, vho t1as one of the
‘nartners of the Cox and Denton BIN NED STNRE at fassville, Artansas foun:!
and persuaded hin to worlk as a clerk in the Rin Store. Accordintly, he
took the job and vent back to I1lincis, after auhile, to net his family;
consisting of father, John U. Curlee, his sten-riother, Jane Curlee and

tio sisters, Lucy and liattie and step-brother Sylvester lenry, a cripple.

As Joe rode the plush seats in the train passing zhrough Sorento, I1linois
coing to !"oburn after his folks, he spied a lovely airl an the front norch
of his cousin Ann Curlee Guinn's house - corbing her vard-Tong hair; he
right away wrote to his cousin and asked her naire, followino which a corres-
pondence was started, followina an encacement - o be varried as soon as
nroper arrancenents could he made. Durinc the correspondence, it was

learned thati ilancy Alice Siiith - for that was the airl's nane, was a half-

sister of Albert Cuinn (who was the hushand of Jee's cousin Ann Curlee Guinn.

Before retvrning to Arkansas, Joe vent to the home of his cousin vhere he
personally met Alice, vhich meeting resulted in a swift courtship and
pronise to marry.

In order to nake as quick a trip back to Arkansas as possible, Joe sent his
nother and tyo sisters via railroad teo Batesville, Arilansas. They stonped
at the Johnson Hotel in Ratesville and waited Ffor the hoat uhich toolt then
up the river to Dentons Ferry vhere they debarked on the Baxter Countv side.
Joe, his fatlier and step-brother drove theonah with the household «oods and
other nrovisions - arrivine sone two 1eeks later than the ladies - who were
already staying vith the Cox and Renton fanilies.

At this time, S.E. Denton was a widower so the family lived there with hin
until Joe went back o I1linois and narried Alice Srith at Eln Point
Church on Sundav, Fehruary 29, 1820 - which was thie 5%l Sunday and last day
of February, an occurance happenina onlv cach 40 years.
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Joseph ilathan Curlee (2)

Joe returned to Cassville with his bride - vhere thev rented a furnishad
house from Cox and Denton. The house had a "big firenlace roon, a side

roon for beds and a 1ean-to cook house" and the furnishinas were considered
FINE at that tine -- there was a rare piece of cquiprent in the kitchen -

an iron cool stove with sundry pots and pans which cane with the --- acorn
cook stove. There was anothier unusual piece of furniture for that district--
2 bureau with a stand tahle and the two pieces had white rarble tops.

Alice had brought with her a lhite Sewina llachine, a gift of her parents and
a lot of bedding - feather beds, pillows, aunilts, etc.

There were 10 children born to Joe and Alice, four daucghiers and six sons.
A11 Tived to manhood and wonanhood except one.

The above account was writien by an Aunt of Alyce

Farbury. It was found anona sor2 of her thinas
vhien she died several vears aro.

A PRAYER PRAYED BY JOSEPI UATHAI! CUNLEE

Oh!  Thon most !iich fod cast us not off in our old
ane; forsake us not if our strenqth faileth; may

our hoary heads be found in righteonsness! Preserve
our ivinds from dotace and imbecility, and our bodies
from protracted disease and from excruciating nain;
deliver vs from dependency and despondency in our
declinina vears - and enahkle us to bear uwith patience
vihatever nay be Thy holy will concernine us.

HUe hurbly beseech Thee that our reason may continue

to the last, and that we cay be so comforted and
supported by Thy precious promisas, that we nay be
able to bear our testimony in favor of the reality of
the Christian religion as the only lione of the fanily
of God on earth, and with an abidin~ faith in the ful-
fillnent of Thy cracious nrovises.

And when our spirits leave this tenenent of clay,
Lord Jesus receive it. Send sore of Thy ancels o
convey our inexnerienced sonls to that nansion which
Thy love has prenared for us in the city of Cod, the
new Jerusalent.  And, oh, mav an ahoundine welcone be
adivinisterad unto us upon our entrance in the Kinadon
of our Lord and Savior, Josus Christ!

A copy of this nraver was also found anouns the things of
iy aunt.
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