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January 1, 1980 - Being New Years Day meeting was czucelled,

February 5:Vi980 - Meeting cancelled because of snow and ice.

March 4, 1980 - About 50 attended and enjoyed heering Lynn
McSpadden give his program and seeing his slides on the making of
the dulcimer, James Hancock, a co=-worker, played and sang using
one of thelr walnut dulcimers,

Mr, McSpadden has 4 craftsmen in his shop at Mountain View. They
work as a team always experimenting to improve the quality. Jean
Simmons, an excellent folk performer, helps in his shop,

The dulcimer originated in the Appalachian mountain area, MNr.
McSpadden first made the folk instrument in 1962-1963 and they now
have made 6000, They also sell kits and 12,000 to 13,000 have been
sold. They assemble about . 20 per day and are shipped to many
countries, The wood is of walnut or western spruce, He buys local
walnut and it takes 18 months to 2 years to ailr dry the wood, It
also takes months getting them assembled.

The buttons are rosewcod from Germany, They have 3, 4, or 6
strings and these are made for them by one of the major old time
string makers in this country, The frat board construction takes
much sanding and hand rubbing preparing it for better tone and
volume,

The progrsm was very interesting and the music played was enjoyable
and relaxing, He saild, "There are no notes - you just play it",
"The Dulcimer Shoppe' is located near Mountain View.

April 1, 1980 - Chancery Judge, Nell Powell Wright, gave a very
interesting account of "The History of Courts in Baxter County!",

The first Court was formed in 1872, In 1890 older records burned,
although some were retained and recopied.,

- Court was held on the 2nd of March and the 2nd of September open,

ing at 8:00 A, M. John W, Messick versus Samuel ILewis was the first
case of the Circuit Court, Sulit was filed over an estate and it
was 7 years later, December 4, 1880 when the suit was finally dis-
posed of, At that dabe Case Number 4 was filed.
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In 1903 a law was passed to have a Chancery Judge in Baxter County,
8th Chancery District, The Judges salary was then $3,000,00 per
year, In 1875 there were 7 lawyers present at Circuit Court ses-

sions, 1In 1877 there were 18 lawyers. The lawyers were very P
oratorical, : !

Mrs., Wrights father, she recalls, would let her go from Gassville
to Mountain Home with him and she would watch court sessions while
he was elsewhere taking care ¢f his business. The courtroom had
wooden benches and she would climb to the top bench to watch,

When the Justice of Peace Courts were held th
and colorful, They hand:
Chancery presided over

ey were very dramatic
. misdemeanors and civil cases., The
Probate Court,

May 6, 1980 - A large crowd came to hear our speaker, Ernie Deane,
of Payetteville, Arkansas, who has a column in 15 newspapers

including our Baxter Bulletin,

His talk was a delight with humor and Xk :dge of our Ozark
Country. He is an expert of Place - Nan and that was the sub-
ject of his talk, He has spent 15 years investigating their ori-
gins, PFor 10 years he was the "Arkansas Traveler!" columnist of the
Arkensas Gazette and now writes the "Place=Names" column for them.

Mr. Deane said Fayetteville, Arkansas got its name from Fayetteville
Tennessee, which in turn came from tteville, North Carolina,
Its origin was probably General Lafayette,

In some Indian language, Mr, Desne sald "Ne" meant water and "Ska" >
meant white, Early French explorers rensmed the aborigine "Neska' ‘

to "Riviere Blanc'", but our English settlers choose to call it, in S
their language, "White River",

Many names are from the Indians and the French gnd our egrly settlers,
names or events, They are hard to tragce agas many may Jjust be anec-
dote,

Mountian Home was Rapps Ba Barren was a term for flat and
Rapp probably was an early s ng refore Rapps Barrens.
Slaves owned by Ced, Dodd, living down the river, spoke of this

as thelr mountian home, The stories told are that the people here
chose the name Mountian Home as its name,

Mr, Deane had interesting stories of places with the most probable
name origins, We all enjoyed having the priviledge of hearing him
speak,

EDITORS NOTE: Since the 1980 Election of 0Officers - Don Hubbell
‘has graciously consented toc be CO=-EDITOR of our BAXTER COUNTY
“HISTORY,
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GENEALOGICAL INFORMATION
BAXTER CO,, ARKANSAS

Joseph and Irma Bloom Route 6 Box 352 Mtn, Home, Arkansas

Baxter Co, Marriages Sept, 9, 1893 to April 29, 1894

James L, Watson to Mollie Sims Dec., 9, 1893
Willigm ¥, Bryant toc E, M, Franks " 10
S, E. Phillips to Harriet McIntosh il 10
R. L. Harp to Bertha Blount i 14
Charles lewallen to Mary J. Brewer i 14
S. D, Hicks to Mary A. Dickerson L 17
W. S, Deatherage to Jennie A, Londy L 17
J, L., Clark to Maggie Fountain " 27
G, W, Young to Maggie Evans i 24
Iee Crotts to Annie Clark ] 28
W. G, Chandler to Mary Megee " 30
Marion Querry to Mary F. Howard 1 31
W. R. Adams to Baney Parnell : Jan, 4, 1894
A. G. Copeland to Mary Burks i 8
B, F. Crownover to Vienna Conley " 14
T, A. Johnson to Alie Barton 1" 2k
Harrison Holland to Maggie E. Wheatb " 21
Benj., F, Stephens to Susan Clemens " 22
W. S, Duke to Mary A. Ellis " 25
Jd, E. Scot to Sarah Anglin i 25
C. C. Cropper to Dovie Garner " 28
' John T, Duck to Mary F. Loman Feb, 1
J, H, Hearn to Mellie L, ILucy L i
J., M., Cooper to Julia J. Payne it L
Silgs E. Chapin to Milindy C, Mead " 3L
H, C. Watts to Isabelle Watkins " T
Wm, Montgomery to Mary Spangler & 3
W. J. Honsinger to Mrs, Emeline Beard " 11
R. W, Partee to Viola Harper " 1.5
I, T, Rogers to Nanie Cunningham " 5
F. G, Rouse to Katie McNeill 4 S
S. E, Collins to Malinda J, Talburt . 20
Allen Horn to Mgude Worton " 24
Geo, Kimberling to Mary C, Shipley March 1
Isasc Davis to Mary E, Williams " 4
J. I, Trimble to Adah Milliner " 4
J. P, Forister to Sgllie Small " T
M. R, Pryor to Nellie Ggither " 11
John F, Smith ‘to Addie M, Mabrey " 14
J. W, Covington to Eller Taylor " 16
A. J, Newman to Minnie E., Hornbuckle " 16
G. B. Dunham to V., B. Hudson " 20
J. A. Casey to Mrs, Caldonia Talburt " 25
Dolphus Edwards toc Ada B, Smith L 2?
E. A, Huelsenbeck to Lucinda Williams April
Joseph M, House to Msry G, Carriers’ " 1
L. S. Fleming to L, J. Spangler " 10
J, N, Tracy to ILula Deaton " 29
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TENTH IN A SERIES OF ARTICLES ON CEMETERIES IN
BAXTER COUNLY - "T'HE HART CEMETERY"
BY D. GARVIN CARROLL

This cemetery is located off Highway 5 South, about four and one
half miles out of Mountain Home, on o0ld Highway No. 5.

NAME BORN DIED
Bessie May Basker (wife) 1900 1957
Iewis L, Baker (husband) 1891 1960
Arghie Bethel NO DATES
Fulerton-Infent son of Martha A, April 12, 1891 SAME
Sarah A, Goforth (wife) Marsh 6, 1837 New., ' 29,1917
Thomas B, Goforth (husband) dug, 31, IB23 " Aug, 9, 1907
Harrison H, Holland 1868 1939
Maggie F, Holland 1878 1936
R, Huff 1884
Juanita M, King den, 1Y, 1917 Jan. " 21, 31917
illi Martin (husband of
56 ?gabella A, Savage) oct, 26, 1840  Aug., 13, 1876
Betty McCormack (wife) Bug, .17, 1871 reb, ‘17, 4044
Campbell Alonzo McCormack (husb) Dec . 25,1872 Jan, 21,1953
Charlie MGCormac$ - NO DATES
ith McCormack (daughter of

i C¥AJ and Betty)g Sept. 17, 1901 Feb, 1916
Vey McCormack (son of C.A.& Betiy) July 6, 1896 Sept. 26, 1896 (ﬁig
Callie B, Raymond 1858 1931 -
Henry C, Raymond 1849 1897 :
Rosie F, Raymond NO DATES
Vinnie Elzy Raymond Aug, 25, 1896 Aug. L, 1897
Elvira Robinson Aug, 10, 1846 Feb, 7, 1906
W, R. Robertson Dec, 21, 1840 Sept., 20, 1921
Willie W. Robertson (son of

0,W, and M,A.,) Dec, 2, 1873  Feb.: 15, 1874
J, H, Sales NO DATES ,
Elizabeth R, Travis Aug., 9, 1838 april 13, 1878
Henry R. Waldrop C0et, 29,0 1869 + Jan, 3, 1958
Annie B, Ward Nov,” 27.,:1885  July 29,1922
Hugh C, Watson Age 27 years June 25, 1873
Mary A, Watson 18473 1873
UNKNOWN BABY - Initisls T.B,G. NO DATES

I ASSUME NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR ERROR IN NAME OR DATES, THESE HAVE
BEEN COPIED FROM STCNEE AND ARE VERY DIFFICULT TO READ ON SOME
STONES.,
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GENEOLOGY,....Don Hubbell

The following information was taken from the Dihel family
history as compiled by Harold Dihel LaMar and later updated by
Robert Dihel McNew, There is a greab deal more information
available than I have given here, but I have taken only that
portion that relates to Baxbter County,

Several Dihel (=mlso spelled Diel and Diehl) families came
to this country from Germany and Rotlerdam belween the years of
1688 and 1741, It is generally believed that George Dihel is
a decendent of one of the families from Rotterdam i .at settled
in Northhampton County, Penn,

George Dihel Rosina Hoffman
b, 1750 Pennsylvania married B 15
d, 1822 Philidelphia, Penn, d, »o information

To this marriage were born the following children: George,
Sussangh, Ann, Samual, and Elizabeth,

Samusl Dihel was born in 1782 in Bristol, of Buck County,
Penn, He died in 1840 in Virginis, He married Nancy McDonald
of Scotland in 1810, Nancy died in 1820 after ten years of
marriage snd nine children, The children were: John Wesley,
Daniel, Samual M,,Willism F,, Jane, George W,, Nancy, Catherine,
and Sussansah, , '

Daniel Dihel of the above children moved to Arkansas and
started the Dihel family in Baxter County. An exact date of his
arrival in Baxter County is not known, but he is listed in the
1880 census of Baxter County and the Polk Business Directory for
1884 lists him as owner of a flour mill., This mill was located
in what is variously known locally as Mill Holler, Mill Bluff,
snd Mill Dam Holler, Ruins of the o0ld mill could still be seen
up until the last few years,

Daniel Dihel was a medical doctor, but according to the
fomily he gave up his practice upon his arrival in Baxter County
in order to farm and engage in business,

Daniel Dihel married Nancy Egner
b, Feb, 5, 1815 Virginia b, Feb, & 1809
d, May 5, 1885 d, April 28, 1870

To this marriage nine children were born,
1, Sussie E. b, Oct, 4, 1844 Married Alfred Marsh-had four
children,

2, James Allen b, July 26, 1844 Dates of one gnd two are ob-
viously incorrect as she could not have had two children
four months gpart,

« Mary Mgrperet *B, Jug. 6, 1848 4. Oct, 21, 1862

. Nemey P, K, b, March 16, 1861 1o children

. George W, Db, Dec, 10, 1854 4, June 5, 1879 Married Mary
Williams,

. Dznicl Webstepy b, Oct, 21, 1862 4, Aug, 31, 1870

« Sarrah Virginisz b, Sept, 6, 1865 Had three children.

. Hiey pnn b, July 20, 1867 4. -Feb, 14, 1909

. ILueds Emiline b, Sept, 16, 1869 4. Sept. 24, 1873 Married

a man by the name of Wise, They had five children, (Date of
her death 1s obviously incorrect),
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Daniel Dihel-Second Marriage

Daniel Dihel Married about 1871 Nancy Emaline McCay
b. Feb, 1839 ;
d. April 2, 1890 .

1, Amanda Jeslin b, Jan. 3, 1873

2, John Wesley b, Aug, 14, 1874

3. Hila Carline b, oOct, 5, 1881

4, BSamual A, b, March 25, 1882

5. Joseph Franklin b, Jan, 11, 1884

George W, Dihel mgrried Mary Williams

son of Daniel Dihel and Nancy Egner

The children of this marriage were:

1, Jeames Married Molly Clinkingbeard, They had one son, William
Kilen who married Minnie Hardcastle, Their children were
Marlene, Robert, Marie, Marge, Joe, and twins Mat and Pat.

2, Hannah Married Arah Britt, Their children were: Allen,

Adam, Noah, and Nelly, Noah Britt married Mary G, and their
children are Dolores, Wanda, and Mazie,

- 3, John Richard Married Estel Jeter, Their children were George,

Fred, Ray, and Odis, Also a girl whose name is missing,

Lucy Ann Husband unknown or nasme not available,
daughter of Dzniel Dihel and Nancy Egner

The children of this marrisge were: Maud, Grover, Bertha, Myrtle,
and Nolan,

John Wesley Dihel married Hannah Wells

son of Daniel Dihel Jan, 10,1897 b, March 30, 1872

and Nancy Emaline McCay d. June 15, 1900

They had one daughter from this marriage.

1., Edith Elizabeth Dihel married Balford Minge

John Wesley Dihel second marriage June 22, 1903 Nancy Lee Hopkins

1, Myrtle €, b, April 19, 1904 Married Irvin Hoeard. They had
three children: Maxine, Elaine, and Eugine,
Franklin A, b, Nov, 24, 1905 4, Nov, 17, 1907
Sarrah Magalin b, Aug, 23, 1908 Married Alfred Marsh. They
had four children: Alfred, Jr., Nancy lLee, Curtis, and Larry.
Jerry Wayne b, Dec, 25, 1909 Married Emma Anderson, They
hed three children: Lagvern, Frelida, and James.,
. Charles Noble b, April 7, 1918 Married Rosa lLee McGee.
They had four children: Billy Eugine, Charles Edward, Anitae
Marsha, and Ruth Iorain,

wm & W

An interesting sidelight to the above geneology is that the
George W, Dihel menticned in here gpplied for the job as post-
master of Bennett Bgyocu in 1881, I have a document dquly signed
from the National Archives to that effect, However, according
to the family bible he died in 1879. His wife Mary is listed as
a widow in the 1880 census, Is it possible that his widow being
in strained circumstances used his name to obtain a job to support
herself?
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John Wesley Dihel purchased 8 acres and the buildings thereon
from George C, Scott, who homesteaded it in 1899, The home is
still standing and is still in basically good repsir. With just
a little work, it would still be liveable, Later, John Dihel
homesteaded an additional acreage to go with the 8 acres, His son
Charles Noble and grandson, Charles Edward along with their fam-
ilies still own and live on a L@%t;@n of the original homestead.

There are several errors in this geneology, as well as a good
many omissions, However, I have copied it as correctly as possible
including errors since I hgve no solid information for making cor-
rections,

# 3% % K *

The following acc of the Hunter Wilscn Mu%der in 1893
does not differ greatly from other accounts the murder, but
it does differ somewhat in detall, This account is unlque in
that it was written by W, H. Wlilson, the only son of Hunter Wilson.
I am deeply greztful to Mrs, Carrie Talburt of Cumi, Arkasnsas for
allowing me to copy | onalized story of the murder... ..
Don Hubbell, :

THE WILSON MURDER MYSTERY

North Arkansas and Sou Missouri still remember the famous

WILSON MURDER MYSTERY,

The greatest murder mystery of North Arkansas which stirred sec-
tions of two states and involved six men, who at various times
appeared to be the guilty 1 is still vividly recalled by the
elder residents of North A and South Missouri.

It was on the night of December 18, 1893 about 7:30 P,M. that
Hunter Wilson, a 52 year o0ld farmer and stock man, living in the
Northeast corner of Baxter Counby, Arkansas was killed and his
51 year old wife shot down in cold bleood, A trunk contalning
$2100 was taken from the house by two masked men

Mrs, Wilson's statement,

We hsd eaten our supper and gone into the livingroom, Two
masked men entered, pointed their guns at us and said, "Hands
up'"t My husband raiSed his hands and bade me do the same, The
gun men asdvanced toward us and shot my husband, I ran into the
kitchen and was tryinzg to open the north door to call Bob Rogers,
a tenant who lived about 12) vards from us when one of the robbers
caught me by the ha. d shot me in the left shoulder and neck,

16§
I rolled toc the floor and under the dining table, While lying

there I could hear my husband groaning and praying, When he
hushed I knew he was dead., When the robber left the house I
crawled to the east d *, g0t a drink of water then opened the
door and fell out Ilnto the yard. I was too dirzzy to stand up.

I could smell clobth burning and knew something was on fire in the
house, I began to crawl away from the house, got hold of a broom-
stick and using it as a brace, I got up. I started to Bob Rogers!
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house, got within about 40 yards of his house and fainted, When
I regained consciousness I could hear the horses in Rogers' yard
snorting, Then I heard Rogers! voice, He was trying to quiet
them and I called to him, He and his uncle helped me to his house
and I begged Rogsrs bto go to my house and see about the fire, The
robbers asked no questions, They just ghot us, '

Bob Rogers' stgtement,

We had just eaten our supper when I heard my uncle's horses
making a terible noise in the yard, I went out to see what was
wrong, Then I heard Mrs, Wilson's cry for help. Whran I got to
her, I found her covered with blood all over and on her knees
trying to get up, My uncle and I helped ne up and got her to my
house, I mounted a horse and went to a neighbor, Dow Bryant for
help, Anderson Carter was there and both men went with me to my
house. Mrs, Wilsen b d us not to let the house burn down on
her husband, Anderson Carter sald it was dangerous to go without
a gun, that he would go home and get his son and some guns, When
he came back with Bart we started to enter the house, ' Bart was
in front with a 38 S, and W. revelver, We got into the house and
the trunk was gone, Wilson's body was lying on the floor in ‘a
flame of fire, A lars
body, and Wilscn's thes were burned off, Two boys started to
West Plains to telegraph for Wilscon's son who was in college at
Steelville, Missouri,

By daylight 200 excited and determined men had gathered at
the Wilson Ranch, They began hunting for clues in all directiouns.
The first clues found pointed to Bill McAninch and his nephew,
Walter McAninch of Bakersfield, Mo, and an unknown man as the
guilty parties,

Later clues were pointing to Anderson Carter and his son,

The first clue.

Early next morning e sale tag with 2 cost marks on it was
found in the hallway of the Wilson house and was identified at
C., Rosser!s store at West Plains as belonging to a facinator.
Also, a elerk recalled selling Bill McAninch 2 facinators on the
morning of December 18th, :

The second clue.

Dr. Black of South Fork stopped Wilson's son on his way home
and told him he =zaw Bill McAninch and a stranger talking in a
back alley in West Plains on the morning of December 18th, The
stranger seemed Lo be very much excited and acted like he didn't
want to k= zeen, He dodgsd behind something when anyone was passing,
Bill McAninch and hils nephew left West Plains for home about
2 P,M, and got home about & P,M, About sundown that evening a
stranger riding a bay horse was seen hesitating at the forks of the
road one mile north of Bakersfield, Mo, He pulled his hat down
over his eyes and roie back a short distance and inquired of Mr,
Cunningham the rcad Lo McAninch's and went on that way.

58

.




John Wesley Dihel purchased 8 acres and the buildings thereon
from George C, Scott, who homesteaded it in 1899, The home is
still standing and is still in basically good repair. With just
a little work, it would still be liveable, Later, John Dihel
homesteaded an additional acreage to go with the 8 acres., His son
Charles Noble and grandson, Charles Edward along with their fam-
ilies still own and live on a portion of the original homestead.

There are several errors in this geneology, as well as a good
many omissions, However, I have copled it as correctly as possible
including errors since I hgve no solid information for making cor-
rections,

W dE e 2%

The following account of the Hunter Wl¢:31 Murder in 1893
does not differ greatly ?va other accounts of the murder, but

it does differ somewhat in detail., This a@@oumm is unique in

that it was written by W. H, Wilson, the only son of Hunter Wilson,
I am deeply greatful to Mrs, Carrie Talburt of Cumi, Arkansas for
allowing me to copy her personalized story of the murder......

Don Hubbell,

THE WILSON MURDER MYSTERY
North Arkansas and South Missouri still remember the famous
WILSON MURDER MYSTERY.

The greatest murder mystery of North Arkansas which stirred sec-
tions of two states and involved six men, who at various times
appeared to be the guilty parties is st111 vividly recalled by the
elder residents of North Arkansas and South Missouri,

It was on the night of December 18, 1893 about 7:30 P.M. that
Hunter Wilson, a 52 year old farmer and stock man, living in the
Northeast corner of Baxter County, Arkansas was killed and his
5] year old wife shot down in cold blood, A trunk containing
$2100 was taken from the house by two masked men,

Mrs, Wilson's statement,

We had eaten our supper and gone into the livingroom, Two
masked men entered, pointed their guns at us and said, "Hands
up! My husband raiSed his hands and bade me do the same, The
gun men szdvanced toward us and shot my husband, I ran into the
kitchen and was trying to open the north door to call Bob Rogers,
a tenant who lived gbout 125 yards from us when one of the robbers
caught me by the hailr and shot me in the left shoulder and neck,
I rolled to the floor and under the dining table. While lying
there I could hear my husband groaning and praying. When he
hushed I knew he was dead, When the robbers left the house I
crawled to the east door, got a drink of water then opened the
door and fell out into the yard. I was too dizzy to stand up.
I could smell cloth burning and knew something was on fire in the
house, I began to crawl away from the house, got hold of a broom-
stick and using it as a brace, I got up, I started to Bob Rogers!
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house, got within about 40 yards of his house and fainted, When
I regained consciousness I could hear the horses in Rogers! yard
snorting, Then I heard Rogers' voice, He was trying to quiet
them and I called to him., He and his uncle helped me to his house
and I begged Rogers to go to my house and see about the fire, The
robbers asked no questions. They just ghot us,

Bob Rogers' stabtement,

We had just eaten our supper when I heard my uncle's horses
making a terible noise in the yard, I went out to see what was
wrong, Then I heard Mrs, Wilson's cry for help, Whan I got to
her, I found her covered with blood gll over and on her Khees
trying to get up, My le and I helped he: up and got her to my
house, I mounted a horse and went to a neighbor, Dow Bryant for
help., Anderson Carter was there and both men went with me to my
house. Mrs, Wils begged us not to let the house burn down on
her husband, An 1 Carter said it was dangsrous to go without
a gun, that he would go home and get his son and some guns., When
he came back with Bart we started to enter the house, ' Bart was
in front with a 38 8, and W, revolver, We got into the house and
the trunk was gone, Wilson's body was lying on the floor in ‘a
flame of fire, A large hole was burned in the floor under his
body, and Wilscn's clothes were burned off, Two boys started to
West Plains to telegraph for Wilson's son who was in college at
Steelville, Missouri,

By daylight 200 excited and determined men had gathered at
the Wilson Ranch, They began hunting for clues in all directions.
The first clues found pointed to Bill MecAninch and his nephew,
Walter McAninch of Bgkersfield, Mo, and an unknown man as the

i
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guilty parties, .
ILater clues were pointing to Anderson Carter and his son, =
Bart, living 3/4 mlle east of the Wilson Ranch, and an unknown man ‘
as the guilty parties,

The first clue.

Early next morning a sale tag with 2 cost marks on it was
found in the hallway of the Wilson house and was identified at
C, Rosser's store at West Plains as belonging to a facinator,
Also, a elerk recalled selling Bill McAninch 2 faclinators on the
morning of December 18th, :

The second clue,

Dr. Black of South Fork stopped Wilson's son on his way home
and told him he saw Bill McAninch and a stranger talking in a
back alley in West Plains on the morning of December 18th, The
stranger seemed to | rery much excited and acted like he didn't
want to ks zeen, He dodged behind something when anyone was passing,
Bill McAninch and his nephew left West Plains for home about
2 P,M, and got home about & P,M, About sundown that evening a
stranger riding a bay horse was seen hesitating at the forks of the
rogad one mile north of Bakersfield, Mo, He pulled his hat down
over his eyes and roie back a short distance and inguired of Mr,
Cunningham the rcad to McAninch's and went on that way.
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The third clue, 11:30 P.M. Dec, 18th

e News of the murder reached Baskersfield, Mo, and Dr, Sullivan,
“ a resident of Bakersfleld went to tell Bill MecAninch, a stock man
- and farmer, also a former partner of Wilson in the stock trading
business about the murder,
He falled to arouse McAninch by loud "hellos" from the gate,
He dismounted and started for the house, opening the wrong gate
and got into the barn lot, There stood McAninch's saddle horse
hot and ¢ d with =gt foam, At 12 P,M. Dr., Sullivan went on

to b%u MecAninch family and told them agbout
tne :d to be confus and acted queer, He
‘ refu Livan to the murder scene,

The fourth clue,

ing from West Plaines rzported they saw
as they went on at the old Sappington

! , road, one mile north of the Wilson Ranch,

d & boy were sent to investigate, They found

ing south to the old house, One went on

of Salem Road and turned east on Salem Road.
b»mk over the same trail and was followed

returning horse was shod on three

one foot, the left hind foot was a
MeAninchts saddle horse was shod
wase g mystery,

The fifth clue.

ch had formed a partnership in stock trad-
%“”nlzgh'was not to drink gnymore, When
‘ drinking heavily he broke up the
?‘@mnted Wilson's action, While trying
ied business McAninch said some hard words

The sixth clue, July 4, 1893

Fd his money from a small trunk in which he had
oney to a larger trunk,

t McAninch was the only perqon who knew of this
son's wife and son, As the robbers asked no

‘tﬁ s&@ money, it appeared they knew which trunk

ed susplclon against McAninch to become stron-
~and his nephew were arrested on Dec, 24 and

5 & Home, Baxter County, Arkansas.,

nger plStOl was taken off McAninch when
:red Wilson's body exhumed, A 38 cali-
his body, This created some doubt of

arrested,
ber oulib‘

ch's employed J, C, South to defend them, All.
‘ | ;den@e previously mentioned in the various
brought oul ab the preliminary trial,



J, C., South stated his clients were innocent but offered
little evidence in their behglf, McAninch refused to give the
neme of the stranger he talked with at West Plains or who the
stranger was that inguired of Mr., Cunningham the way to his house,
He also refused to tell how his saddle horse happened to be
ridden to the Sappington house the night of December 18, or why
his horse was hot ©} night at 12 P,M, He stated he did not know
Wilscn had changed his me j from the small trunk to the larger one, -

On the last day o : rial, McAninch asked an interview
with Wilson's son, After oxpﬂa@@lng sympathy, he said, "Billie,
do you think I hllL@d r father?" Billie said, "I d@n't Know,
but the idence is agwﬁmmt you," McAninch qaid ”; am 1nnocenﬁ
Your father was one of best friends and L sm ready to help
you find ti gumltv Dawn " Then he asked, "What do you think ;
about And:

Carber arﬁ is son, Bart?" Billie replied, "Clues
and suspic: srowing hard asgainst them," With these frank
statemen ] g to the two Carte a doubt of
MeAninchls g n to form in the peoples minds, The Court
held Bill McAnincl it released his nephew,

against the Carters.

obther clues were found poilnting to Anderson

In the e Lm
501, Bart, and. this unknown man,

Carter and hic

First clue,

About 8:30 A,M, the mo ng aft@w the murder, the wrecked
trunk was found in LLW@u“& ’1eld 4 mile from the house, the money
gone, There was | i all ::»\,er“ the trunk and contents, The tracks ’

of the two MQb
There two I
the south f
half mile of

: 38 wallwv¢ p&@ﬁ@l ahalls were found From
robbers went @ast and were tracked to one
lerson Carter's house and lost the tracks, The
tracks of bl a were too large for Bart Carter and Anderson
Carter had & perfe alibi, Neither of the McAninch or the Carters
hed a cut hand, Tie man with a cut hand was a mystery.

Second clue,

The morning after the murder suspicious horse tracks ident-
ified as made by a mare called "Marth” owned by Anderson Carter
was found going from Salem Road to Anderson Cgrter's barn, re- . ;
turning to Salem Road, They were followed three miles and lost,
Anderson Carter said Lkm mare had been ridden to the Post Office
the evening of f 18 Later it was learned that the mare 'Marth"
was not abt Carierts imﬂm and had not been seen for a month, Where
was "Marth" was a mystery,

Third clue,

The men who
the flre recal
also remembered
body,

Lered the house with Bart Carter to extinguish
ab mmwf Carter had a 38 S, and W, revolver and
t a 38 caliber bullet was taken from Wilson's

=1
B
¥
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Fourth clue,

The third day after the murder Bart Carter was missing., His
Tather stated that he was gone to Viola to get two horses shod,
Investigation showed that he was not in Viola that day. No horses
were shod for him at Viola, arnd also that he left home some time
agteivmidnight and dild not return home until after dark the next
night,

Fifth clue, :

Anderson Carter, a state's witness in the McaAninch casé got
very angry when McAaneiﬁ; attorney measursd his bocts and showed
the court that his boot 'as the exact size of one of the robbers
tracks at i} 3 nk

i

s s fo dras
18- WrecHeag Lrahng,

Shortly after son Carter and his son, Bart went volun-
tarily to Mou mtaLF HU&& and asked the court to give them a trial
so they could = r innocence, The court told them to wait

~until the MuAﬁ;;ua trigl was over and he might give them one,

A few days after the McAninch trisl closed, Tom Brown, a
stock man living near Moody, Mo, was on his way to Moody to get
his mail, As he passed by Tom Collins house, his wife, Mrs. Lizz
Collins, hailed him and asked how the McAninch trial went, Brown
sald they being held in Jjail, that they were guilty and would
hang, Mf“ S not to be too sure, Brown, thinking
over her decided she knew something, On his way home
he ;top}nﬁ After getting her to drink something, he
spid - Y“lLivr wh mean when you said not to be too sure
abo¢t McAninch's "“a, you might be mistaken," she said,
Brown looked at her a few minutes and said, "Iizz, you know some-
thing, You should tell it." Shée hesitated a few minutes and said
nIts desth for me to talk," After Brown promised her protection
she told him the story which began to unfold the mysteries of the
Wilson Murder Case,

She stated fwﬂu“’ww Carter, her uncle and his son, Bart and
Jasper Newbton, he: sher-=in-law were the guilty parties. She
stated Bart Ca?tv* and Newton did the killing and Newton cut his
hand wrecking the trunk gnd that his hand was still sore, Newton
borrowed Carterts mare "Marth" and rode her to Carter's the night
before the murder, staysd all day of December 18th hidden in
Carterts barn, Tham night after the murder haed ridden north to
his home, She f her stated the third day after the murder, Bart
came to Newbon's night, pulled the shoes off the mare and
had hidden her sket in Newton's field, Anderson Carter
went to Bv”aqzﬂ could have an alibi, Some of this infor-

mation she knew and the other she got from her sister,
Mrs, Newbton,

For Mrs, Collins' prot
After more eviden
County to the sheri

*Ulon this was kept a secret for two weeks,
cbtalned, warrants were sent to Fulton
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A depubty was sent to wabtch Carter's while the sheriff and
two deputies went to get Newton, After arresting Newton, he was
taken to Vidette, Arkansas and left under guard, The sheriff and
one deputy went on to Carter’s and arrested the two Carters,

shinking this was the trial promised by the
ay to Vidette, "Now, I can show my ene-
mies that I sm innoce When he saw Newton, his boasting stop-
ped and his face white, He could hardly talk, and his
knees trembled, He, then, realized what he was up agalinst,

Anderson Carter,
court, boasted all t

It was now night and
tain Home or remained af
prisoners away from
them in & gulch all

sheriff knew if he st
tte that night, a mob wow
took them out irto the woods and hid

1 8

e iprits were taken 5o Mountain Home

their coming preceded them, While pass-

took a good look at the man called

described %ﬁm to her husband, By day-

the jall door and- asked the sheriff to

.  When thb door opened, the man called

door, Stone said, "Bud Montgomery,

rned and looked at Stone and after some
Bud Montgomery, Stone told the sheriff

fontgomery and had known him in Clay

gomery, Stone stated that Montgomery

he knew, that he was the leader of

ay County, He had killed several

.i to arrest him for several murders
ed from the Clay County Jail sev-

Next morning
and put in jall,
ing Oskland, Mrs,
Newton, That night
light Clgud Stone w
let him see the jal.
Newton hed his back
turn around,! Newton
telk sdmitted his nan
his name was Jasper Ne
County, Arkansas, as E
was one of the worst
one of the outlaw g:
persons and he, Sto
in Clay County, and
eral yesrs before,

he had better keep him chained, That
enter the jail and the inside door

four guards to the door, then called

i@@r open, When the door opehned,

on the other side, each with a

to strike, When they saw the guards

v dropped their clubs, The sheriff

and they remained chained, Thelr inten-

1L and escape,

Stone warned the she
evening the sheriff sta:
would not open, He mobi
to Anderson Carter to let
Carter was on one si
stick of wood drawn re:
with their guns drawn,
had them chained at once
tion was to kill the sl

s

The night after the Carters and Newton were arrested, Tom
Brown, Lizz Collins and MTLO Newton came to Dow Bryant's home

and sent for Mrs, Anderson Carter, She refused to talk at first :
but after hearing M
mised her he would [
she told her story,

LL&Z Collins statement and Tom Brown pro-
Lo her save her son, Bart, from a mob, then

Mrs, Carter's
and further stated
Bart, complained of
went to his room,
with Dow Bryant ani
found he was gone,

nt corroborated Mrs, Collins' statement
supper the night of Dec, 18th, her son,

+ aick and said he was going to bed and
sarter sald he was going to a turkey hunting
Lg@ Mrs, Carter went to her son's room and
knew they were up to something, but didn't
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know what, In about two hours Bart casme in the front door and had
on a different pair of pants and his father's shoes,

and said som ,nw had killed Hunter Wilson and shot his wife, They
ran Eq the 1, caught Thelr horses and left in a run for Wilson's
ranch,

“ In & few minutes Anderson Carter came running in all excited
ba

Mrs. Cartier knew then her husband and son were guilty,

The ilght Bart, was taken out of jail and questioned,
After hg and ILizz Collins' statements he broke down
and confesse ) le ani Newton had killed Wilson, stole his money
ayd stated hi: father, Anderson, Newton and hi ;»If had been plot=-
tlngkagfecL»:; 3T a Yer They had set two previous nights to do
< the job but each nig one came to stay t = night with them,

his mother, As he wore a smaller shoe than
by wearing his father's shoes he wouldn't
ner stated that he joined Newton at the barn
3 for Hunter Wilson's ranch and reached
ion, shot his wife and took the trunk down
= they wrecked it, got the money and started
they threw out their pistol shells, hid
1ite rock on a rock wall in their field.
ﬁhey reburied the remginder, Bart fur-
er had learned from McAninch where Wilson
.d he tried to back out and begged his father
father threatened to kill him if he backed
the barn in Bart's presence to kill him if

He played
his father,
be suspected, He furt
ab 7:00 P.M, They ¢

there at 7:30, kil
into Wilson's
heme, AL the
the money und
Newton tW¢@
ther stgtad Lvat‘
kept his money,
not to rob Wil
out, He told vhe
he didn't do his

3
= heio b

= Next morn! after Bart confessed, he was taken home, He dug
up $720 of &k saild he didn't know what his father had
done with the

.r‘
[0 TR
i~
e
(&

That ev al 50 armed men began gathering at Oskland
Church 2% m as untain Home, While the mob was organ-

izing, = mauw
the church house
to kill Carter
said he would 1
leader ssked -
and one was

Nad rid q@u bareback on a mule 30 miles walked into
; :d if he had found the men who were going

¢ The leader told him he had and the man

pleasure of blowing Carter's light, The

: numbers 83 and "0,
Shortly or more men silently rode to the edge
of town, dis in line two abreast, and marched to the

n around the jall and disarmed the guards.
They forced Lk La give up the Jail keys and furnished

a reflecting lizh e news of the mob coming had preceded them
and 2000 people were on the square and streets that night,.

jail, They :
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The jall door was thrown open, Carter and Newton were lying
on a matress on the floor in front of the door., They sat up and
begged for their lives, They said, "We are innocent, If you aim
to kill us, unchain us and we will stand against the back wall and .
die like men," . ~

The mob leader said, "Wilson didn't get to pick his way or
time to die, neither will you men," Attorney J. C, South got up
on a box to make a stump speech, Guns were thrown into his face
and he hushed, At a signal from the leader 30 or 40 shots were
fired into the jail door, OCarter and Newton fell back, Carter
begged for water, The leader said, "Wilson might have wanted
water when he was dying but you didn't give him any, South took
water to Carter but he 1a: dying and said to Newton, "Man tell
the truth, Don't die with a lie in your mouth," Newton said,
9T never killed Wilson,“

The leader called No, C a masked man, who entered the jail
with a 44 Winchester and shot Anderson Carter in the head, No.
83 was called, Another masked man entered the jall and shot New-
“ton in the head, The mob walked quietly away.

Next morning after an inquest Carter and Newton's bodies
were put in a boot crate and buri

Two hours after the execution officers returned to Mountain
Home with Bart Carter, The following morning he was taken into
habeas curpus court brought to release Bill McAninch, He swore
the $720 was a part of the money taken from Wilson and that he
and Newton killed Wilson and that McAninch was innocent, ‘

Nothing was said about the circumstantial evidence against
McAninch at this time, Later J, C, South gave a full explanation,
Bart Carter was indicted for murder in the first degree,

His trial was to come up in September,

Before the Bart Carter trial came up, J., C. South, McAninch's
sttorney gave the following account of the mysteries in the Mc-
Aninch case, The tag was probably dropped by a man named Phillips,
The stranger seen talking to McAninch in West Plains was a boy-
hood friend of MecAninch who had killed a man in cold blood in
North Missouri, They met at a feed barn in West Plains and re-
cognized each other, He begged McAninch to help him elude the
officers, so McAninch sent him in a round about way to his home,
The man thought he had missed the way and inquired of Mr., Cunning-
ham the way to McAninch's house,

The night of December 13th McAninch rode his saddle horse
to guide his friend to the Sappington house on Jacksonport Road and
had just returned home when Dr, Sullivan called to tell him Wil-
son had been murdered, Aiding his friend to elude the officers
was murder in second degree with a penalty of 21 years in the
Missouri pen,

That is why McAninch would not give any information about
the mysteries in his case,
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THE BART CARTER TRIAL

The state attorney offered clemency to Bart if he would ple
n [ 4 ad
guilty and would accept ten years in the pen, Bart Carteris -
attorney refused and announced ready for trial, A jury was chosen
from 134 men, The hardest fought murder trial of North Arkansas
was on, ;

Bart Carter repudiated his confession and swore he was scared
of & mob and swore that every previous statement was false., His
mother changed her statement and swore he was sick in bed the
night of Dec, 18th until his father came and told them that Wilson
had been killed,

The attorneys for Carter refused to agccert any kind of in-
struction except the iron clad instruction for murder in the first
degree with the death penalty, The trial lasted ten days, The
jury returned a verdict of guilty of murder in the first degree
with the death penglty, All motions for a new trial were over-
ruled, The court refused the request of Wilson's son fo send
Carter to Stagte Walls for safekeeping until the supreme court
passed on the case, Bart Carter's relatives and friends made a
deal with the sheriff to get him out of jail, Bart Carter broke
custody and wss never caught, The supreme court upheld the ver-
dict of the lower court,

S0 ended the great murder myster of North Arkanssas.

Written by W, H., Wilson, now 8l years old, and the only son
of Hunter Wilson,



